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Grapes Grown in a Designa~d Arca of Southeas1~m California and Imported
Table Grapes; Proposed Clumge in Regulatory Period
COMMENrS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Docket Clerk:

AGRICOM L TDA-, opposes the above ref~'CDced change in the effcotive date
of Table Grape Marketing Order 925 md the companion Tablc. Grape Import Regulation
4 that wiJ1 furthcr f"strlot table gt'apes supplied from Chile. AGRICOM LTDA.. is in
the business of ~xporting Chilean agricultural commodities, a:t1d ships approximately
700.000 Boxes of fresh table grapes to the U. S. du.rl11g the months of Dee-cUI bur
through April.

AGRICOM LTDA.J COnC1Irs with. and inco1'pQrates herein by refcrence7 the
detailed COnm1ents and supporting data subnlitted by ASOPJC, the CbileaJ\ Exporters
Association. Specifically, AGlUCOM LTDA.1 urg~s the age!1cy to reject the proposed
change in the regulatory period because:

1.

2.

The Proposed Rule imposes marketing order st~dards on Chilean supplie~
when no domestic varleuCls are available, and the:refore constitutes a .non-
t::uiffbanief contrary no the tenus ofWTO Agreements and the U,S.*ChiIe
Free Trade Agreement.
The Proposed Rule assesses in$pectiOil f.;~ ~"tarting April 1 when no
dom~stic ~upplies arc bein~ so charged, and thereby violates Article ill
and Article vrn of GATT 1994.
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4.

5.6.7.

8.

The chlU1ge in the bcginnmg effective date of Marketing Order 975 and
Table Grape Import Regulation 4 frorrl April 20 to April 1 will have a
djre(;t negative impact on our business. AGRICOM LTDA., ships
150.000 BOXES' or fi:esh table: grapes to the U .8. from April) to April 2O,
If the Proposed Rule should be adopted, the cstimated value ofthc tablo
iJ'spcs to be excluded from shipment is VSS 1.800.000.-
The Proposc:d Rule does not contain any ~vidence of circumvention by
Chilean table grapes sufficient to warrant the proposed change,
Tho change in date from Aprl120 to April 1 will create an artificial
shortag~ of table ~pes ainoe there is no other commercially significant
and reliable supply from any source other than Chile.
Th~ Chilc:an grap~ supplied from April 1 to the earliest commercially
significant supplies of grapes from Cow;~11a Valley in California meet
marketing specifications from retnil chains that are more stringent in some
rcspects tllan the mark,eting order requirements.
The proposed change cannot ~ v:illdly bEl$ed on a 20 year...oJd $l)fVeyof
cold stO1'it&C practices.
The proposed change can not 1>e justified 1,Ulder the criteria establisb~d by
the AMAA for a change in the be~g effective ~t~ of Marketing
Order 9ZS or the companion Tablo Ornpe Import Regulation 4 in view of
the record prices recei,..ed by Coe.ch~lln V alley grow~ in thc 1lSSt twQ
seasons.

Respcctfully submittcd.
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